Disclaimer: This is not an exhaustive civil rights history
timeline. There have been many efforts by marginalized
groups throughout history to fight for rights. Here we
focus on the arrival of Black people in Omaha and the
significant events impacting their treatment. An explicit
photo of Will Brown’s body is included in this timeline.

Visit our website to see a more extensive and interactive
version of this timeline at www.noiseomaha.com

You can support NOISE and projects like this by donating
at noiseomaha.com/donate

ONE OMAHA

LET US RECOGNIZE THE LAND ON WHICH THE CITY OF OMAHA WAS BUILT HAS BEEN HOME TO THE OMAHA, PONCA, SIOUX, PAWNEE,
AND MISSOURIA TRIBES. OMAHA CITY, INCORPORATED ON FEBRUARY 2, 1857, IS NAMED AFTER THE UM0"HO" (OMAHA) TRIBE.
OMAHA MEANS “THE PEOPLE WHO MOVE AGAINST THE CURRENT” OR “UPSTREAM.”

DUE TO SIGNIFICANT TREATY ALTERATIONS BY THE U.S. FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, MUCH OF THE OMAHA TRIBE WAS MOVED TO THE
BLACKBIRD HILLS, PRESENT-DAY THURSTON COUNTY, NEBRASKA. FOLLOWING THEIR DISPLACEMENT, MASSACRES OF BISON LEFT
THE TRIBE WITH LITTLE FOOD, TRADING MATERIALS, AND ANCESTRAL TRADITION. DOCUMENTATION FROM THE 18508 INDICATED
THE INDIGENOUS TRIBES WERE PRESENT WITHIN THE NEWLY FORMED CITY, YET LIVING IN DESTITUTE POVERTY.

TODAY, THE LARGEST POPULATION OF OMAHA PEOPLE LIVE IN MACY, NEBRASKA WITHIN THEIR RESERVATION.
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The redlining map of Omaha is cl’eated by the Ho

government-sponsored corporation ormed'lr?;;
group of Omaha real estate agencies, bank lendi
to ensure segregation in the growing city. %
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1954

The U.S. Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education r

education in the nation’s public schools, but obscures t ha

stating they must integrate schools “with all deliberate speed " This va
todragits feet on integration for the next two decades until compelled by a fi

1956

Goodwin’s Spencer Street Barbershop opens and becomes an |nforma| ho
leaders. Nebraska’s civil rights lion, the young Ernie Chambers, was a barb

1958-1960 y ¥~\\ s
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. speaks at n:
at Salem Baptist Church in North Omaha. Lat :
for the Western Baptist Bible College confere| /

“The Church in National Affairs,” in which he predicts that “within five ye
of the massive resistance to integration.”

1963

A group of Black ministers from North Omaha forms
Committee for Civil Liberties, or 4CL. The group rallie st g
for all African Americans through picketing, stand-in
efforts.

1964

Malcolm X returns to his hometown of Omaha to speak to an invited aug
Auditorium. This same year, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act.

1965

Malcolm Xis assassinated. Later that year, the Voting Righ







